
ETHANOL 

HAZARDS IDENTIFICATION: 

 

-Potential Acute Health Effects: 

Hazardous in case of skin contact (irritant), of eye contact (irritant), of inhalation. Slightly hazardous 

in case of skin contact (permeator), of ingestion. 

 

-Potential Chronic Health Effects: 

Slightly hazardous in case of skin contact (sensitizer). 

-CARCINOGENIC EFFECTS: A4 (Not classifiable for human or animal.) 

-MUTAGENIC EFFECTS: Mutagenic for mammalian somatic cells. Mutagenic for bacteria and/or 

yeast. 

-TERATOGENIC EFFECTS: Classified PROVEN for human. DEVELOPMENTAL TOXICITY: 

Classified Development toxin [PROVEN]. Classified Reproductive system/toxin/female, 

Reproductive system/toxin/male [POSSIBLE]. The substance is toxic to blood, the reproductive 

system, liver, upper respiratory tract, skin, central nervous system (CNS). Repeated or prolonged 

exposure to the substance can produce target organs damage. 

 

-Pictogram: 

 

 

ACCIDENTAL RELEASE MEASURES 

-Small Spill: 

Dilute with water and mop up, or absorb with an inert dry material and place in an appropriate 

waste disposal container. 

-Large Spill: 

Flammable liquid. Keep away from heat. Keep away from sources of ignition. Stop leak if 

without risk. Absorb with DRY earth, sand or other non-combustible material. Do not touch 

spilled material. Prevent entry into sewers, basements or confined areas; dike if needed.  

 

HANDLING AND STORAGE 

-Precautions: 

Keep locked up.. Keep away from heat. Keep away from sources of ignition. Ground all equipment 

containing material. Do not ingest. Do not breathe gas/fumes/ vapor/spray. Wear suitable protective 

clothing. In case of insufficient ventilation, wear suitable respiratory equipment. If ingested, seek 

medical advice immediately and show the container or the label. Avoid contact with skin and eyes. 

Keep away from incompatibles such as oxidizing agents, acids, alkalis, moisture. 

 

-Storage: 

Store in a segregated and approved area. Keep container in a cool, well-ventilated area. Keep 

container tightly closed and sealed until ready for use. Avoid all possible sources of ignition (spark or 

flame). Do not store above 23°C (73.4°F). 



MORE INFORMATION: 

Chemical Formula: CH3CH2OH 

Physical state and appearance: Liquid. (Liquid.) 

Odor: Mild to strong, rather pleasant; like wine or whiskey. Alcohol-like; Ethereal, vinous. 

Taste: Pungent. Burning. 

Molecular Weight: 46.07 g/mole 

Color: Colorless. Clear 

pH (1% soln/water): Not available. 

Boiling Point: 78.5°C (173.3°F) 

Melting Point: -114.1°C (-173.4°F) 

Critical Temperature: 243°C (469.4°F) 

Specific Gravity: 0.789 (Water = 1) 

Vapor Pressure: 5.7 kPa (@ 20°C) 

Vapor Density: 1.59 (Air = 1) 

Volatility: Not available. 

Odor Threshold: 100 ppm 

Water/Oil Dist. Coeff.: The product is more soluble in water; log(oil/water) = -0.3 

Ionicity (in Water): Not available. 

Dispersion Properties: See solubility in water, methanol, diethyl ether, and acetone. 

Solubility: 

Easily soluble in cold water, hot water. Soluble in methanol, diethyl ether, acetone 

 


